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very soon overthrown by working-class revolutions.    The Socialist governments established by these revolutions, except in Turkestan, restricted their relations with the Russian Soviet Republic to political and military alliance.1    Evidently they did so with the intention of avoiding exposing themselves to nationalist reproaches for bartering away national independence.    Save for Turkestan, which during most of the Civil War period was isolated from Soviet Russia by a large belt under the control of the Kolchak regime, all these Socialist governments 2 were overthrown by the intervention of the Germans, the Allies, or both in succession, as in the Caucasus and in Latvia.    Thus Soviet Russia retained, as the first political fruits of her application of the principle of national self-determination to the border regions, nothing but some Allied Governments in exile.    Some of them were reinstated after the Whites and foreign intervention had been overcome by the Red Army,3 while Finland and the Baltic States were definitely lost, and their independence under bourgeois regimes recognised. Byelorussia, the smallest of the border republics, which until 1939 was never to control the bulk of her national territory, was the only one among the later members of the U.S.S.R. the recognition of whose independence by the Russian Soviet coincided with the proclamation of the local Soviet regime (February 10,  1919), and with a declaration by the first local Soviet congress in favour of federation with Russia.
A region not racially distinct, but far distant from Central Russia, the Far East, was proclaimed an independent parliamentary republic by an international compromise after the downfall of Kolchak's regime. Otherwise the Japanese would not have withdrawn their occupying troops. The arrangement had no internal basis. The first elections to the National Assembly resulted in an absolute Communist majority which
republics ". Even in October, 1920, Stalin (op. cit., p. 70) described the Ukrainian status as " wide political autonomy ", analogous to that enjoyed by Turkestan, but distinct from merely contractual relations as then existing only with Azerbaijan. But during the next year the Soviet Ukraine acted as a merely allied power, and entered the U.S.S.R. as such when the latter was formed, December, 1922.
1 The treaty with Soviet Latvia (Narkomnaz, Politika, pp. 54 ff.) contained a mere recognition of Latvian independence, under a constitution of its own, without mentioning federal relations of any kind.
a In Finland a Soviet regime was never established. The territory controlled by the Socialists was administered by a Provisional Government, based on the Socialist M.P.s and municipal governments.
3 Before this was to be achieved, Kiev, for example, had to be taken three times by the Red Army, fighting only once against a bourgeois Ukrainian group, on the other occasions against Great-Russian Whites under Denikin, and against the Polish invasion in 1920.